Introduction to Bioethics Class Discussions Questions
1) Should a physician withhold information from a patient? And if a lie is beneficial to a patient, can the physician lie?
2) If the family of a person in a coma wants to disconnect them from life support, should that be allowed?

3) You are a very skilled doctor with five dying patients, each of whom needs a different organ in order to live. Unfortunately, there are no organs available to perform any of the transplants. It just so happens that you have a sixth dying patient, suffering from a fatal illness, who will die sooner than the other five if not treated. If this sixth patient dies, you will be able to use his organs to save the five other patients. However, you have a medicine you can give to this sixth patient that will cure his illness and he won’t die. Would you or not?

4) Imagine a second scenario. An armed gang visits a family, rapes the mother and her daughter. Eventually both were found to be pregnant. Knowing full well, the psychological trauma that such will bring to the family, will you advocate for abortion? What about the case where a father sleeps with his daughter and she eventually becomes pregnant. Will you advocate for abortion?

5) Imagine a situation were a couple is newly married and the man is a medical doctor working at the hospital and at the cause of his duty, he contacted HIV/AIDS from his patients. If he sleeps with his wife, he will likely transfer the disease to her. The couple comes to you requesting if they can use contraceptives but they are not sure since the church opposes the use of contraception. How would you respond to this situation?

6) WHAT RESPECT IS DUE TO THE HUMAN EMBRYO, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT HIS NATURE AND IDENTITY? (From the congregation for the Doctrine of the faith on Respect for Human Life, Page 12) 

7) IS PRENATAL DIAGNOSIS MORALLY LICIT? (From the congregation for the Doctrine of the faith on Respect for Human Life, Page 14) 

8) HOW IS ONE TO EVALUATE MORALLY THE USE FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES OF EMBRYOS OBTAINED BY FERTILIZATION 'IN VITRO'? (From the congregation for the Doctrine of the faith on Respect for Human Life, Page 18) 

9)  WHY MUST HUMAN PROCREATION TAKE PLACE IN MARRIAGE? (From the congregation for the Doctrine of the faith on Respect for Human Life, Page 23)

10) IS "SURROGATE" MOTHERHOOD MORALLY LICIT? (From the congregation for the Doctrine of the faith on Respect for Human Life, Page 26)

11)  Is it ok to do experiments on animals if the studies are of potential benefit to humans?
Is it ethical to test the effects of potentially harmful chemicals on animals in order to see if they are safe for human use?
12) Who should get priority in organ donation? (the nearest to death, the one with the best chance of life, the first on the waiting list, the richest, the most important?)

13) Is Cunnilingus (male sucking the female vagina) or Fellatio (woman sucking the male penis) as a form or oral sex allowed in the Catholic Church?  Is anilingus (sex in the buttocks of a male or female) acceptable? 
· Please know that stimulation as foreplay is acceptable, but oral sex or anal sex is not accepted because they are unnatural and they lack the unitive and procreative meaning which are required by God for sexual acts to be moral. These acts are not procreative because they are not the type of act that is inherently directed at procreation. These acts are not truly unitive, even if there is a certain mere physical union of body parts, because this is not the type of sexual union intended by God for human persons. 
14)  Who should decide moral/bioethics issues? (the church, the individual, scientists, government?)

15) Is it morally okay to cut down trees and use them to build houses for shelter or for firewood to use for cooking knowing full well that it will harm the environment by causing climate change, soil erosion, increase global warming and so on?
