The Moral Conscience
What is Conscience? Conscience is the concrete judgement of reason regarding the morality of an action that leads a person to perform the action or refrain from performing it. Conscience is a practical judgement that judges whether a particular act is right or wrong from a moral point of view.
1. Why did it use moral point of view? Because some civil law is contrary to moral law. Conscience comes from the Latin word “cum scientia” which means “with knowledge”.
1. Conscience is capable of judging moral and immoral situations; it is capable of judging concrete acts.
1. The conscience is considered sacred for in it, God speaks to us.
1. Conscience is rooted in the truth, the truth about mankind, law and what is good and evil. Conscience is given to us by God as part of our human nature.
1. Since conscience means “with knowledge”, children are born without knowledge of good or evil. These concepts of good and evil are acquired through education and built upon reason.
1. Just as human beings are born without knowledge but acquired it throughout life, ideas about good and evil are acquired in the same way. A child gets his knowledge from different sources, such as parents, teachers, personal experience (He learns that fire or knife hurts when he/she hurts his/herself), and theoretical reflection by his intellectual life.
Divisions of Conscience
1. Antecedent Conscience – This is the type of conscience which precedes action, before acting one decides and concludes that an action is good or evil.
1. Concomitant Conscience – This type of conscience accompanies the action as it takes place; when a person judges an act to be sinful at the time he is doing the act.
1. Consequent Conscience – This is a conscience that follows the act. When a person thinks of what he/she has already done.
1. True Conscience – This is a correct conscience, it comes correctly from true principles that some act is lawful. For example, the 5th commandment forbids killing and one’s conscience will convince him that he has taken someone’s life that should have lived.
1. Erroneous conscience – This is a conscience which decides from false principles considered as true that something is lawful which in fact it is unlawful.
1. Scrupulous conscience - Is a conscience whereby a person judges an action to be morally evil when in fact it is not.
1. Lax Conscience – This conscience formulates moral judgements on insufficient grounds. This type of conscience judges mortal sins as venial sins and venial sins as no sins at all. 
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