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BEING:  According Izu Onyeocha in his work, Beginning Metaphysics, he opines that being is ANYTHING that is, or exists, or can be known, or can be thought of; ANYTHING that is not NOTHING. He notes further that in explaining or defining the concept “being” it cannot escape association with “thing.” Philosophers such as Thomas Aquinas, Martin Heidegger, and Parmenides have reflected on the concept “being”. Nevertheless, Izu Onyeocha observes in his work Beginning Metaphysics that being can be real or positive, or else it is rational or logical being. He explains that a real or positive being is whatever may be known or thought of positively and by itself, whether it is actually existing or only capable of existing. He further opines that, a real or positive being is what one could point at or refer to as a this, or a that. (Klubertanz, G.P. The Philosophy of Human Nature, 155). This implies that it possesses a unique characteristic or features.
Aquinas’ theory of being is found in his proof for God’s existence based on the contrast between necessary being (God) and possible and contingent beings.  The French scholar Jean-Paul Sartre in his work, Being and Nothingness categorizes two indispensable sorts of being: being-in-itself, that is, a thing or nonhuman being; and being-for-itself, that is, conscious or self-aware (human being). Sartre equally added an important category of being which he described as being for others. That is, being, especially of persons, this arises from relations to others. Sartre in the same way made a distinction between physical and logical or rational being. He observes that physical being can exist extra mentally, this implies that outside of the mind, for instance, the idea or thought of a book, or a house exists only within the mind but an actual book or house exist outside the mind. He opines that there is the tendency in man to limit being to physical and material things which is wrong. 
Logical being or rational being is a being viewed as a mere object of knowledge, and therefore it can exist in the mind only, for instance, all universals like humanity, all abstract ideas like perfections. Liberty, equality, etc. Logical, as distinct from physical being, is the object of Logic. Another distinction of being lies between ACTUAL and POSSIBLE being. Actual in this context means “existing” and possible means “not yet existing, though capable of existing.” Both actual being and possible being are real being, provided they are not negative. 
TRANSCENDENTAL QUALITIES: In an actual fact, transcendent refers to the mark, or note, or characteristics common to all things simply as existing reality, transcending or going beyond any division or distinction into genus or species, that is, kind or type. Although, being is not a genus of which the different classes of beings are the species. However, it must be taken into cognize that when we say ‘a plant is a being,’ it’s colour is a being,’ ‘its age is a being,’ etc. This indicates that the term being is not taken univocally but analogously. Analogy in this context is that of mere proportion or resemblance; for there is more than resemblance between the meanings of being; there is identity to a certain extent; it is the analogy of attribution. (Izu M. Onyeocha Beginning Metaphysics, 110).  
Since what they mean transcends division into categories, they are called transcendental qualities of being or simply transcendental. There are properties that necessarily accompany being and are found in every being. (Izu M. Onyeocha Beginning Metaphysics, 110). 
TRANSCENDENTAL ATTRIBUTES	
1. ONE (unum) Unity: Unity as a transcendental is the attribute of a thing whereby it is undivided in itself and yet divided from others. 
2. TRUE (verum) Intelligent: It is an attribute of being whereby it has relation to a knowing intellect and on this account, it is intelligible. 
3. GOOD (Bonum) Desirable: Goodness in this context is described as ontological good. It is an attribute of being whereby it has a relation to an appetite and on this account is appetible or desirable.    
4. BEAUTY (Pulchrum): Beauty appears as one of the transcendental because it includes unity, truth, and goodness all together, and in this sense it is their completion and perfect harmony. 
 ESSENCE: The essence of a being is that collection of notes or characteristics that make it what it is and distinguish it from every being of another species. Essence provides a full explanation of whatness or quiddity of an existent as being 
EXISTENCE: The term existence comes from the Latin ex-sistentia, a standing forth out of its cause. This means that, existence is that perfection by means of which something is an existent. According to Izu Onyeocha in his work, Beginning Metaphysics, existence is a simple and primary concept, which cannot be easily defined. However, according to its basic intention, existence means actually or really existing. 
SUBSTANCE: Substance is what we know as basic about something, after which we can say other things about it. Nevertheless, because of the ambiguity of words, there is a tendency to think of substance in quantitative terms to refer to a ‘considerable amount’ of anything. Aristotle notes that we know a thing better when we know what it is than when we know the colour, size, or the posture it has. Aristotle aim to point out that a thing is more than the sum of its particular qualities. There is something “beneath” (substance) all the qualities thus, any specific thing is a combination of qualities, on the one hand, and a substratum to which the qualities apply, on the other. (Izu M. Onyeocha Beginning Metaphysics, 130). 
ACCIDENTS: Accident in the metaphysical context means things added to a substance as a further determination. In logic, an accident is every determination that can either be added to a subject or removed from it. For instance, the state of having black hair for a man. An accident is something that further determines a substance that already possesses a definite level of being from itself. This implies that, an accident is that which cannot exist in or by itself, but exists in some substratum.  (Izu M. Onyeocha Beginning Metaphysics, 132). 
FORM: The concept form comes from the Latin forma which has the primary meaning of external shape, the outline, the figure, the visible structure of a body. The theory of the forms is the belief in a transcendent world of eternal and absolute beings, corresponding to every kind of thing that there is, and causing in particular things their essential natures. 
MATTER: According to Aristotle, “matter” is that what is in itself is neither of any kind nor of any size or describable by any of the categories of being. For it is something of which all these things are predicated, and therefore its essence is different from that of all the predicates. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Student and Home edition). Matter is considered as extended substance possessed of different powers according to its different species; or a further constituent element of potentiality and activity, whatever is its species. (Izu M. Onyeocha Beginning Metaphysics, 181). 
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