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A. COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Church was born of the paschal mystery. For this very reason the Eucharist, which is in an outstanding way of the sacrament of the paschal mystery, stands at the center of the Church’s life. Pope John Paul II, Encyclical Letter, Ecclesia De Eucharistia, #3
Right from its most primitive origin, the Christian community, or rather most, if not all, of the various Christian communities appeared to have had a clear conception and awareness that the Eucharist, which in its primitive form was designated as the breaking of bread, constituted an integral part of the community’s identity, life and worship. The Eucharist, like other mysteries or doctrines, was initially held or affirmed in a general and sometimes indistinct manner. However, successive Christian communities and theologians have, down the centuries, reflected, expounded, articulated and even reformulated this mystery of the Christian faith with a view to understanding how this doctrine fits into the larger or broader framework of the mystery or economy of salvation. This course aims at an in-depth study of the meaning, role, development, and importance of this doctrine in the church’s life. Its approach will be Scriptural, historical, and doctrinal. In the light of contemporary interreligious or interfaith situations and dialogues, particular attention will be paid to certain doctrinal questions or issues.
B.  GOALS
This course is aimed towards aiding students achieve the following objectives:
i. Knowledge
1. To understand the place of the Eucharist within the life of the Church.
2. To know the key biblical themes which underpin the Church’s teaching on the Eucharist.
3. To understand the main lines of the Patristic and Medieval contributions to the Church’s Eucharistic tradition.
4. To grasp the content and meaning of key magisterial teachings on the nature of the Eucharist.
5. To be familiar with some of the contemporary theological developments on the sacrament of the Eucharist.

ii. Skill:
1. To be able to articulate clearly in preaching and teaching the Church’s key teachings on the nature of the Eucharist.

iii. Attitude:
1. To appreciate more fully the significance of the Eucharist in the life of the individual Christian and in the communion of the Church.
2. To deepen within the student a love and personal adherence to the gift of the Eucharist.

C. COURSE REQUIREMENTS
· Each Student will be required to read the assigned text (s) prior to every lecture
· Each student is to make a class/seminar presentation based on well-researched written essay of between 10-15pages. The topic for the seminar presentation must be approved prior to researching and writing. We call the attention of students to the importance and in fact, necessity of acknowledging all sources that may be used in the essay. A willful neglect of this provision constitutes a serious academic infringement that is sanctionable with appropriate disciplinary measures.
· All essays must observe the academic standard both in terms of content, methodology and style as stipulated in the Institute’s Manual of Reference.

D. Deadline
ALL Topics for the Group Seminars must be submitted for approval ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 3, 2014.
Group Seminar Presentations will commence on November 17. The 3rd hour of the Course will be used for the presentations. Each Group will be made up of Three (3) Students.
.
E. EVALUATION AND GRADES
Class Presentation – 25%
Surprise Quiz –15% 
Oral Examination –15% 
Take Home Examination – 45%
Total – 100% 
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Teresa Whalen, The Authentic Doctrine of the Eucharist, (Kansas: Sheed and Ward, 1993)


G. SCHEDULE OF READINGS
Week 1	 Oct 06		General Introduction and Background to the Christian Eucharist I
· Types and Shadows of the Eucharist in Jewish rites and liturgy
Gerakas, The Origin and Development… 1-44
Mazza, The Celebration of the Eucharist…, 1-18
Moloney, The Eucharist: Problems in Theology, pp. 3-15
Week 2	 Oct 13		New Testament Foundations for the Christian Eucharist
· The Matthew-Mark Tradition
· The Luke/Acts-Paul Tradition
· The Johannine Discourses
Bernas, “Eucharist: Biblical Data” in New Catholic Encyclopedia,
Brown, R. New Testament Essays, Part II, section 1. Pp. 51-95
Moloney, The Eucharist: Problems in Theology, chap. 2
Power, D. N., The Eucharistic Mystery, part II, chaps. 2 & 3

Week 3 Oct 20		The Eucharist in the Thoughts and Writings of the Early Church Fathers
· The Eucharist in the Christian Liturgy—Justin the Martyr Apologia I, 67
· The Sacrament of Unity—Ignatius of Antioch
· The Eucharist and the Christian Resurrection—Irenaeus
· The Eucharist: Body and Blood of Christ—Tertullian
· Old Testament Prefiguration—Cyprian of Carthage 
Mazza, The Celebration of the Eucharist, chapter 9
Power, N. D., The Eucharist,Part III, chaps. 4-7part                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Wiles, M. & Santer. M, (eds.) Documents in Early Christian Thought, pp. 183-193

Week 4	 Oct 27		The Eucharist in the Thoughts of the Early Christian Fathers (contd.)
· The Eucharist in the Life of Christian Initiation—Cyril of Jerusalem 
· The Transforming and Healing Power of the Eucharist—Gregory of Nyssa
· The Eucharist and Christian Charity—John Chrysostom
· The Meaning of the Mystery of the Eucharist—Augustine
· Testament Prefigurations—Cyprian of Carthage 
Mazza, The Celebration of the Eucharist, Chapter 10
Wiles, M. & Santer. M, (eds.) Documents in Early Christian Thought, pp. 194-

Week 5	 Nov 03		Medieval Articulation of the theology of the Eucharist and the Thomistic Synthesis
· The Berengan controversy and its Roots
· The Body of Christ: Real, Mystery, Spiritual
· Transubstantiation
· Eucharistic Mysticism
· The Eucharistic Language – Yesterday and Today
· The meaning of real – real vs virtual
· Presence – real vs virtual presence, sacramental presence.
· Sacramental vs virtual/spiritual reception 
Emery, G., Trinity, Church, and the Human Person: Thomistic Essays, chap. 5
Hutter, R., “Eucharistic Adoration and Metaphysical Contemplation,” pp. 175-216
Mazza, The Celebration of the Eucharist, Chapters 11 and 12
Moloney, R . Moloney, The Eucharist: Problems in Theology, chaps. 8 & 9
Power, D. N., The Eucharistic Mystery, Part IV. chaps.8-12
Whalen, The Authentic Doctrine of the Eucharist, pp. 1-29

Week 6	 Nov 10		Eucharist in the Theology of the Reformers
· The Meaning of Real and Presence in Luther
· Calvin’s doctrine of the Body of Christ
· Zwingli and the spiritualization of the Body of Christ
· Other protestant notion of the Eucharist
Bradshaw P. F. & Johnson, M. The Eucharistic Liturgies, Chapter 7, pp. 233-292
John Calvin, The Institutes 
Martin Luther, “The Babylonian Captivity of the Church” in Three Treatises,
Mazza, The Celebration of the Eucharist, Chapters 14

Week 7 Nov 17		Thematic Questions About the Eucharist
· The Eucharist as Sacrifice
· Eucharistic Presence and Change
· The Eucharist as a Meal
· The Memorial Character of the Eucharist
Bernas, “Eucharist in Contemporary Catholic Tradition” in New Catholic Encyclopedia 
Moloney, The Eucharist, chaps. 12-15

Week 8	 Nov 24		Vatican II and the Eucharist (Seminar Presentation)
· The Eucharist in the Thoughts of the Fathers of the Second Vatican 
Eucharisticum Mysterium, in Vatican Council II: The Conciliar and Post Conciliar Documents, A. Flannery (Gen. ed.)
Mazza, The Celebration of the Eucharist, Chapters 15

Week 9	 Dec 1		Contemporary Attempts to Re-articulate the Theology of the Eucharist I
· The Eucharist in Schillebeeckx
· Rahner and the Eucharist
Schillebeeckx, The Eucharist.	
Rahner, Theological Investigations, IV
Whalen, The Authentic Doctrine of the Eucharist, Chapter 3

Week 10 Dec 8		The Eucharist in the Thoughts of John Paul II & Benedict XVI (Seminar Presentation)
John Paul II, Ecclesia De Eucharistia: On the Eucharist in its Relationship to the Church
Benedict XVI: Apostolic Exhortation, Sacramentum Caritatis, 2007
Whalen, The Authentic Doctrine of the Eucharist, Chapter 4

CHRISTMAS BREAK COMMENCES

Week 11 Jan 05	The Eucharist in Ecumenical Dialogue
· ARCIC The Joint Declaration on the Eucharist
Week 12 Jan 12	The Eucharist and Christian Spirituality 
· The Eucharist in the formation and life of the Clergy & Religious
Week 13 Jan 19	Incarnation and Eucharistic Worship
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