EXERCISE 1
                                           CHILDHOOD IN MY CULTURE
	Filled in by: NWAEZE ABEL AMUCHE (DI/875)

	Country:      Nigeria

	Region/subculture: South East/Ezza-Igbo

	Rural area/City: Ezza, Ebonyi State


DEFINITION OF PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING
* Safeguarding: Is all about the action that is taken to promote the welfare of the children and protect them from harm.
The word safeguarding means;
(a) Protecting children from abuse and maltreatment.
(b) Preventing harm to children�s health or development.
(c) Ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care.
(d) Taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best 
outcomes. 
* Child protection is part of the safeguarding process. It focuses on protecting individual children identified as suffering or likely to suffer significant harm.
FAMILY STRUCTURE
	*Who is part of the family? Father, mother and children

	*Who cares for the child? Father and Mother

	*Who provides for the child? Father and Mother (both parents)

	*Who is in charge of discipline? Father and Mother (both parents) most especially the Father.

	*Status of child within family? The child is ranked third in status in the family. Hence, a full member of the family.

	*Status of child within society? Equal status with every other human person. However, needs to be protected by all following his/her vulnerability.


Duration of childhood

	*When does childhood end? It ends at the age of 12 years.

	*How does it typically ends? The child begins naturally to advocate for independency following physiological, social, mental and biological changes. The parents gives their necessary supports supposedly.


WHAT IS EXPECTED OF BOYS AND GIRLS?
                                                                          Boys.               Girls
	*Chance for education:   
	yes
	yes

	*Assistance in the household:
	To assist the father in hard works like farming and other things that earns the family ends meet
	Help the mother in the kitchen and other domestic chores

	*Amount of free time + free time activities:
	The boy child is given a moderate time & to return at the appropriate time
	Very little time is given to the girl & she is expected to always be home or follow the mom for markets

	*Behaviour towards older family     memebers:
	He must respect his elders but more attention to male 
	she must respect her elders

	*Behaviour towards younger family memebers:
	He must care for them and protect them
	she must care for them as her younger ones and always act like a mother

	*Behaviour in public:
	He must be well mannered. Act like a man
	When sitting down she must close her leg. Must be respectful in attitude

	*Behaviour towards the other sex:
	He must relate with them properly
	She must relate with them in a proper but in a more careful manner

	*Religious expectations:
	He must be morally sound. And so, have the sense of sacredness
	She must be morally sound and so have the sense of sacredness

	*Dress code:
	Freely dressed. Can even be naked at some free times
	Must cover herself all the time

	*Prospects for their future
	A man who will father a home one day and represent the house name. Therefore, must be given necessary support
	She will be one day married out to another home. Much attention is paid to her future.

	Discipline:
	Disciplined towards becoming a strong man, who can always man up
	She must be well disciplined to attract good husband


Cultural changes

	What major recent changes do you see in your culture regarding childhood?  Children are now seen as those who are very smart. Recently, almost equal attention is given to both male and female.

	How does the internet/social media influence childhood in your culture? Leading the children to be dependent thereby, being sexually misinformed. Again, leading to promiscuity (nay, misuse).

	How do changing family structures influence childhood in your culture? Leads to lack proper parental care. But again, begining to place every child equal.


EXERCISE 2

In the first place, the concept �Rights� denotes those things or benefits every child should enjoy or be able to do. All children have the same rights. These rights are listed in the UN convention on the Rights of the Child.

	S/N
	Aspects of UN convention on rights of child
	Aspects in my culture that are in tune with the child�s rights 
	Aspects in my culture today that differ from child�s rights

	1
	Right to life 
	Right to life
	Lack of sense of the sacredness of life in few individuals

	2
	Access to Education
	Education for the children
	Lack of care towards the children in some individuals

	3
	Protection(s)
	Protection from harms
	Child bullying and other forms of abuse among some individuals

	4
	Feeding, Clothing, a Safe home
	Provision of shelter
	Lack of sense of responsibility in few individuals

	5
	Social Economic help
	Provision of social amenities
	Denial of education for the child by some parents


EXERCISE 3
	S/N
	*Gospel values regarding children*
	*Aspects in my culture today that are in tune with the gospel values*
	*Aspects in my culture today that differ from the gospel values*

	1
	They are gift from God
	In my culture they are seen as gift from God
	Today in my culture first son is accorded high respect than others

	2
	The kingdom of God belong to those whose mind is like that of kids
	In my culture children bears no grudges. They can fighting now and in the next minutes playing. They have pure hearts and my culture appreciates them
	In my culture male kids are more valued than female kids 

	3
	They are regarded as friends of Jesus
	In my culture they are well taken care of not just by the parents but all. It's believed that they belong to all
	The girl child must cover her body properly but not strict on the male child

	4
	They are regarded as blessing to the family
	There is a great joy in the family whenever they welcome a new baby
	There are dividends only made for male child in the family

	5
	They valued by Jesus and prayed for
	In my culture children are held at high esteem and the parents pray and blesses them
	The girl child must be conversant with house chores but not a must for the boy child


