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PLEASE, ATTEMPT THESE EXERCISES:

Exercise 1.
CHILDHOOD IN MY CULTURE

	Country: Nigeria
	Region / Subculture: 
	South East/Igbo

	Filled in by: Akachukwu, Jude Chibuikem
	Rural area or City:
	Aninri Local Government Area

	

	Family Structure
	

	Who is part of the family?
	Everyone born into the family as well as aunts, uncles, cousins, nephews, nieces and even friends.

	Who cares for the child?
	The parents and siblings

	Who provides for the child?
	The parents

	Who is in charge of discipline?
	The parents

	Status of child within family?
	The last

	Status of child within society?
	The least

	

	Duration of childhood

	When does childhood end?
	7-12 years
	

	How does it typically end?
	When the child starts joining the parents more actively in farmwork or in their business
	

	

	What is expected
	Of Girls?
	Of Boys?

	Chance of education
	Less chances
	More chances

	Assistance in the household
	Very much required
	Less or almost not required

	Amount of free time + free
 time activities
	Less free time availed 
Always engaged
	Has more free time especially after work

	
	
	

	Behaviour towards younger
	
	

	 family members
	Typically, kind to them
	Typically, strict or rude to them

	Behaviour in public
	Are always expected to dress modestly and to speak kindly to people
	Less attention is being paid to their dressing code and they are expected to be bold and courageous

	Behaviour towards the other sex
	Kind and welcoming towards them but cautious
	Kind and caring but to be more protective and be in charge of relationship

	Religious expectations
	Servants and ministers in some cases
	Ministers, custodians and servants

	Dress code
	Modest and decent
	Indifferent/Not always emphasized

	Prospects for their future
	To become Mothers and caretakers of the family
	To become Fathers, head and wealth providers of the family

	Discipline
	Discipline expected mostly in doing domestic work
	Discipline expected majorly in attending to farm work or in the occupation (business) of the father or the mother

	
	
	

	Cultural changes
	

	What major recent changes do you see in your culture regarding childhood?
	Childhood is no longer properly recognized or given the attention it needs

	How do the internet/social media influence childhood in your culture?
	The internet/social media influences childhood both positively and negatively. Positively because the internet/social media provides parents and guardians with information that will enable them improve childhood (the experience of children). It influences childhood negatively because it could expose children with information which will affect their experience negatively such as pornography and violence.

	How do changing family structures influence childhood in your culture?
	Changing family structures such as single parent household, cohabitation, same sex families etc. influences childhood negatively in my culture because it disrupts family roles and could also lead to loss of social support, loss of job and changes in residence and school thereby leading to tension, stress and conflict on children and parents alike.

	
	

	

	
	




Exercise 2a:
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a multilateral international treaty that recognizes and guarantees the rights of children and adolescents. It identifies the rights to which every child is entitled, regardless of where they were born or to whom, regardless of sex, religion or social origin.[footnoteRef:2]  [2: 	 Cf. https://sites.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf] 



	
S/N
	ASPECT OF UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE CHILD’S RIGHTS
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM CHILD’S RIGHTS

	1. 
	The adults should do what is best for children
especially in decision making (Article 3)

	Children are part of the family and their interest is recognized in family decision making
	Changing family structure such as single parenting, cohabitation, same-sex families

	2. 
	The family is responsible in enabling the child to exercise his or her rights (Art. 5)

	The parents are responsible for training the child and he or she is taught to know that he/she has rights and responsibilities in the family
	Child trafficking and the indiscriminate sending of children to other homes because the parents cannot cater for them or take proper care of them

	3. 
	The child has the right to be alive (Art. 6)


	The child is so much valued as a very important/indispensable part of the family 
	Abortion and unethical family planning methods

	4. 
	The child has the right to live with his or her parents or with a family who cares for him or her (Art. 9)




	The parents take care of the child and ensure that his or her proper growth and development is assured
	Parents send or even sell their children to people they do not know for the sake of money or as  a result of hardship in the family

	5. 
	The child has the right to be protected from kidnapping (Art. 11)




	The child is carefully protected and guarded since he or she is considered a vulnerable member of the family
	The assigning of children to perform some tasks such as hawking on the street, begging on the road etc., could expose them to kidnapping and all form of danger

	6. 
	The child has the right to choose his or her own religion but with the assistance of the parents (Art. 14)
	The parents guard the child to choose that which will be best for him or her
	Child trafficking and changing in family structure compels the child to religion or choices that could be malicious to him or her

	7. 
	The child has the right to be helped by the government if he or she is poor or in need 
(Art. 26)




	The social structure of my culture is cooperative in nature such that the community could train a child who is poor or in dare need of help even in higher education
	The civil social structure of our time, specifically the political society is hostile or indifferent to the poor and needy

	8. 
	The child has a right to good quality education to any level in life (Art. 28)
	The family or community ensures that the child gets quality education especially basic education
	The political society, especially the present government, pays less attention to quality education in general let alone that of the child. 

	9. 
	You have the right to practice your own culture, language or religion (Art. 30)
	The family and the community ensures that the child is free to learn his culture, language and religion
	Child trafficking, changing in family structure and other developments in recent time forces the child into strange cultures, languages or religions which are not good for him or her

	10. 
	You have the right to play and rest (Art. 31)
	Children have enough time for themselves after their chores or after school
	Child trafficking, hardship and recent structure of living do not permit children their right to play and rest

	11. 
	No child is allowed to be punished in a cruel or harmful way (Art. 37)
	Children could be corrected and disciplined when they go wrong but this is not done in a cruel or malicious way
	Trafficked children and children who are forced into strange homes could be treated in a cruel and harmful way





  EXERCISE 3:

The Lord’s character and affection towards children is clearly displayed in the three of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.
We feel God's tender heart for children in the gospels: 
· His willingness to devote time for them 
· His recognition of their societal status 
· His zeal for protecting their innocence demonstrates His high regards for them.
· Their plight, formation, growth and faith were prioritised and protected.

“Matt 18:1-5; Matt 19:13-15; Mark 9:36-37, 42; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48; Luke 18:15-17”
      

              
	

S / N
	
GOSPEL VALUES REGARDING CHILDREN
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE GOSPEL VALUES
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM THE GOSPEL VALUES

	1.
	Children are humble and we should emulate their humility to be among the greatest before God (Matt 18:1-4) 
	Some adage promotes the humility of children as paradigms for adults
	Humiliating children in public especially in trivial matters

	2
	Children are harmless and so we should be receptive to them, because we receive God by doing so (Matt 18:5)
	When things are shared in portions in the family such as food or meat, the child takes first before the adult
	Using physical violence on children either to intimidate them or to force them obey us

	3
	Children are friendly and so we should be friendly and not hostile to them (Matt 19:13-15)
	
	Shouting, threatening or using abusive language at Children

	4
	Children are kind and so should be cared for and embraced because they are God’s favourites (Mark 9:36-37)
	When a woman returns from the market or from a journey and gets snacks or edible things for the family, the child is always the first or only person considered
	Use of sarcasm or harsh treatment to scare them away. Also, exploiting their kindness to deceive them into evil acts such as Paedophiles do

	5
	Childhood needs to be valued and cherished (Mark 10:13-16)
	During festive periods or great celebrations, new dresses or things are bought for children but the adults are often left out
	

	6
	Children are innocent and should not be deceived or corrupted
	When there is fire outbreak or sudden disaster, the safety of children are considered first 
	

	




3

